464     SELECTED  PROBLEMS  OF  PERSONAL  ADJUSTMENT
example, today, 'in contrast to forty years ago, there are relatively few
men in the elementary field, and there appears to be a decline in the pro-
portion of men in secondary teaching.
Concomitant with this lovv cultural status, teachers tend to develop
distinct feelings of inferiority in the presence of persons successful in
business or in one of the professions. This may not be true of men
famous for research or writing or educational administration, but it is
not to be denied that the usual run of instructors, from elementary school
to university, possess a sense of personal inferiority in the face of cul-
tural standards which emphasize monetary success, business acumen,
and "go-getting'* attitudes and habits. Some teachers, it is true, may
compensate by flight into the alleged superiorities of learning, but at heart
a very high percentage of them doubtless feel themselves outside the
pale of the primarily successful of this world.
Teachers and the mores. Despite attempts to develop class conscious-
ness and to improve their bargaining power through such organizations
as the American Federation of Teachers and the American Association
of University Professors, teachers have made only slight improvement in
their status during recent years. They must.still conform more or less
closely to the community mores and manners. Communities under the
political domination of Protestant churches pay much attention to'the
religious affiliations of prospective teachers. Where Catholics have con-
siderable influence, they demand that teachers of their faith be given
places in the school system. In many communities Jews are denied places
on the instructional staff. (See K. Young, i$2ja.)
In the absence of any effective organization of their own to secure
for themselves a vote regarding the conditions of their employment,
teachers are* forced to accept all sorts of taboos laid down by the school
authorities. Where dancing is forbidden by community standards, teach-
ers are not permitted to dance. Where smoking by teachers and drinking
alcoholic beverages are under the ban, the teachers must refrain from
indulging in such practices. Even in communities where the parents, and
even the high-school students themselves, smoke and drink, teachers are
often still obliged to conform to older and obviously outworn standards.
The following rules laid down by a school board in a small isolated com-
munity may strike the reader as foolish, but they represent only an ex-
treme of the standpoint demanded in hundreds of American localities
(quoted by Minehan, 1927, p. 606):
"I promise to take a vital interest in all phases of Sunday-school work, donating
of my time, service, and hioney without stint for the uplift and benefit of the com-
munity.
"I promise to abstain from all dancing, immodest dressing, and any other conduct
unbecoming a teacher and a lady.